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(b) Copies of materials covered by this 
subpart that are not published and of-
fered for sale. Such records may be or-
dered, upon payment of the appropriate 
fee (if any fee applies), through the ap-
plicable FOIA Requester Service Cen-
ter or through the DOT Dockets Office 
identified in § 7.12(b): 

(1) Per copy of each page (not larger 
than 8.5 × 14 inches) reproduced by pho-
tocopy or similar means—US $0.10. 

(2) Per copy prepared by any other 
method of duplication—actual direct 
cost of production. 

(3) Copies are certified upon request 
by contacting the applicable FOIA Re-
quester Service Center listed in § 7.27 
and paying the fee prescribed in 
§ 7.41(e). 

§ 7.14 Redaction of information that is 
exempt from disclosure. 

Whenever DOT determines it to be 
necessary to prevent the disclosure of 
information required or authorized to 
be withheld by FOIA or another Fed-
eral statute (such as, to prevent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy), DOT redacts such infor-
mation from any record covered by this 
subpart that is published or made 
available. A full explanation of the jus-
tification for the deletion accompanies 
the record published or made available. 

§ 7.15 Protection of records. 
Records made available to the public 

under this subpart may not be re-
moved, altered, destroyed, or mutilated 
(this excludes duplicate copies that are 
provided to a member of the public to 
take and keep). 18 U.S.C. 641 provides 
for criminal penalties for embezzle-
ment or theft of Government records. 
18 U.S.C. 2071 provides for criminal pen-
alties for the willful and unlawful con-
cealment, mutilation or destruction of, 
or the attempt to conceal, mutilate, or 
destroy, Government records. 

Subpart C—Availability of Reason-
ably Described Records 
Under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act 

§ 7.21 What does this subpart cover? 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in 

paragraph (b) of this section, this sub-

part applies to reasonably described 
records that are made available in re-
sponse to written requests under FOIA. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to: 
(1) Records published in the FEDERAL 

REGISTER. 
(2) Records published and offered for 

sale. 
(3) Records (other than frequently re-

quested records) made available in a 
reading room. 

(4) Records or information compiled 
for law enforcement purposes and cov-
ered by the disclosure exemption de-
scribed in § 7.23(c)(7)(A) if— 

(i) The investigation or proceeding 
involves a possible violation of crimi-
nal law; and 

(ii) There is reason to believe that— 
(A) The subject of the investigation 

or proceeding is not aware of its pend-
ency; and 

(B) Disclosure of the existence of the 
records could reasonably be expected to 
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings. 

(5) Informant records maintained by 
any criminal law enforcement compo-
nent of DOT under an informant’s 
name or personal identifier, if re-
quested by a third party according to 
the informant’s name or personal iden-
tifier, unless the informant’s status as 
an informant has been officially con-
firmed. 

§ 7.22 Who administers this subpart? 
(a) A Chief FOIA Officer is appointed 

by the Secretary to oversee DOT’s 
compliance with the Act pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552(k). The DOT Chief FOIA Offi-
cer is designated at 49 CFR 1.27a as the 
Career Deputy General Counsel. 

(b) Each DOT FOIA Requester Serv-
ice Center listed in § 7.27 is the initial 
point of contact for providing informa-
tion about its processing of requests. 

(c) One or more Public Liaisons are 
designated by the Chief FOIA Officer 
for each DOT FOIA Requester Service 
Center listed in § 7.27. Public Liaisons 
assist requesters in reducing delays 
and resolving disputes, as described in 
5 U.S.C. 552(k)(6). 

(d) Authority to administer this sub-
part and to issue determinations with 
respect to initial requests and appeals 
of initial denials has been delegated as 
follows: 
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